
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Greater Cleveland Sports Commission 
 
  
Your Project Title: NEOCycle 

Your Project Summary: NEOCycle is the nation's largest urban cycling festival. The festival pairs six bicycle 

races and rides with a weekend of free music, arts activities, family fun, and local food and beverage. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The Sports Commission provides some evidence in their application that funding criteria are 

partly met. First off, the applicant described their cultural arts budget as larger than their organizational 

budget ($183,000 vs. $150,000). That makes no sense. Their project narrative on the NEOcycle needed 

additional clarity. I get that the community is cyclists and health enthusiasts, but they need to make a better 

case for the artistic and cultural vibrancy of the music festival and the overall event. That was not done, and 

I can’t see how that event is providing a significant public benefit either. Perhaps this is a grantsmanship 

issue? 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application meets the requirements that the Musicfest is free to the public but It feels like it 

isn't an essential part of the NEOCycle event. How does the Musicfest tie in to the rest of the larger event? 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: A community festival based on strong partnerships between Cleveland Metroparks, Music City 

and local vendors shows a willingness to build meaningful relationships with the community. The application 

demonstrates a clear understanding of how to execute the festival and the organizational capacity is well 

documented. The application could have been stronger, with a better description of the makeup of the 

festival goers. With larger, national festivals such as this, the draw can be dominated by residents from 

outside Greater Cleveland. This would be helpful to know when judging the local relevance of the festival. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This seems like a stunning event filled with lots of things to do for Clevelanders and tourists. I 

have no doubt that this brings in a great deal of revenue for the local economy and will be well managed 

based on the partners involved. But, this application only provides some evidence that this event meets the 

funding criteria. When describing The Hub, you mention artists and makers but no further information is 

provided. Some examples of past artists would have been helpful. The MusicFest piece seems to be a big 

draw of the event also, but the application includes no information about past performers or confirmed acts 

for 2018. And while I know that marketing funds are crucial to the success of a project like this, it seems 

more appropriate that CAC funds be used for presenters at The Hub or artists/technicians facilitating the 

MusicFest not for billboards. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: NEOCycle is respondent to the Cleveland and nation-wide growth within the cycling and health 

and fitness community. Developing a strong presence through high attendance levels and tight-knit 

community partnerships shows a dedication to the programming and making Cleveland a destination city 

for the biking community. The addition of music and art demonstrates a growth of the program and a 

commitment to engage the community, cyclist or not. This applicant meets the funding requirements. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

